Calculation Policy for Year 4, 5 and 6
Year 4
Addition
Adding numbers
with up to 4 digits.
Again this should
start with the
children using
dienes to support
them with lots of
discussion about the
value of each digit.

Using the bar to find
missing digits.

This is not a form of getting the correct answer but helping to guide children to the
correct operation.

It is important for
children to use the
bar in this way to
encourage the use
of it to aid with
problem solving.

Subtraction
To subtract with
numbers up to four
digits including
exchanging when
children are secure.
Again children need
to use dienes to
support their
learning.

Using the bar to find
missing digits.
It is important for
children to use the
bar in this way to
encourage the use
of it to aid with
problem solving.

Multiplication
Children to know all
times tables to 12 x
12.
Ladder method to
be used with
children multiplying
both two and three
digits by a one digit
number.

Multiplying using
the bar.

Division
Dividing up to three
digit numbers by a
one digit number
using short division.
Only when the
children are secure
with dividing a two
digit number should
they move onto a 3
digit number.
Dividing using the
bar.

Year 5
Addition
Adding numbers with
more than 4 digits
including decimals
Using place value charts
are key to this as well as
place value counters to
help with the decimals.

Using the bar to find
missing digits.

This is not a form of getting the correct answer but helping to guide children to
the correct operation.

It is important for
children to use the bar in
this way to encourage
the use of it to aid with
problem solving.

Subtraction
Subtract with at least
four digit numbers
including two decimal
places.

Subtract with decimal values, including mixtures of integers and
decimals, aligning the decimal point.

Include money,
measures and
decimals ensuring
that children do this
practically before
the abstract.

Approxima
te,
Calculate,
Check .

Using the bar to find
missing digits.
It is important for
children to use the bar in
this way to encourage
the use of it to aid with
problem solving.

Multiplication
Multiplying up to four
digit numbers by two
digits using long
multiplication.
Children need to be
taught to approximate
first, e.g. for 72 x 38,
they will use rounding:
72 x 38 is approximately
70 x 40 = 2800, and use
the approximation to
check the

X

56
27
392
1120

(56x7)
(56x20)

Approximate,
Calculate,
Check .

1512
· Explain that first we are multiplying the top number by 7 starting with the units.
(any carrying needs to be done underneath the numbers).

reasonableness of their
answer.

· Now explain that we need to put a 0 underneath—explain that this is because
we are multiplying the number by 20.. (2 tens) which is the same as multiplying
10 and 2.
· Now add the 2 numbers together to give you the answer.
· This will need lots of modeling to show the children.

Using the bar to support
multiplication.

Division
Diving with up to four
digit numbers by one
digit including numbers
where remainders are
left.

Short division with remainders: Now that pupils are introduced to examples that give
rise to remainder answers, division needs to have a real life problem solving context,
where pupils consider the meaning of the remainder and how to express it, ie. as a
fraction, a decimal, or as a rounded number or value , depending upon the context of the
problem.

Using the bar to support
division problems.

Year 6
Addition
Adding several
numbers with up
to three decimal
places.

Adding using the
bar.

Subtraction
Subtracting with
increasingly
large and more
complex
numbers and
decimal values.

Using the bar for
subtraction.

Very important to use in a range of contextsmeasures and money.

Multiplication
Short and long
multiplication
with up to two
decimal places.

Approximate,
Calculate,
Check .

Using the bar to
help with
multiplication.

Division
Divide at least 4
digits by both
single-digit and
2-digit numbers
(including
decimal
numbers and
quantities)
Long division this
is for when
dividing by two
digit numbers.

Using the bar to
help divide.

Short division with remainders: Pupils should continue to use this

method, but with numbers to at least 4 digits, and understand how to
express remainders as fractions, decimals, whole number remainders, or
rounded numbers. Real life problem solving contexts need to be the
starting point, where pupils have to consider the most appropriate way
to express the remainder.

